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Today is question and answer day, and I'm "bringing you some of the questions

on housing and medical care that came up a„t the recent Outlook Conference on farm

family living for 1941. In October every year, economists of the U. S. Department

of Agriculture meet with extension workers from many States to discuss what's ahead

for farm families.

It was shown that the average value of farm dwellings in the United States

is far too low. In some parts of the country, the farm homes are better than in

others. As you would expect, the homes of families who own their farms are in

general better than those of renters and sharecroppers.

Many farm homes were cheaply built in the first place. Also many of these

houses are badly in need of repairs electric light running water

central heating and other conveniences.

It's hard to imagine overcrowding out in the country, but some of the poorest

rural homes have too few rooms for the number of people living in them. There are

many reasons for this housing situation. But the main question is, "What can be

done about it? Is it possible to get better farm housing?"

Dr. Day Monroe, of the Bureau of Home Economics, thinks certain things can

be done about the situation. True, in some cases where families have a very low

income they can't do much. But it often haooens even in those families, that mem-

bers of the home do not make the repairs that could be made with little or no money

outlay, if they had reasonably simple skills. Renters feel little responsibility





for the upkeep of a landlord's house; hut even many an owned home could he made

much more livahle hy family lahor.

Some of the ideas for low-cost improvements and repairs to houses come from

the Extension Service, others from the Farm Security Administration, , the

Forest Service, tea.chers of agriculture and home economics in the rural school

All these agencies encourage farm families to improve their homes themselves. If

folks don't know how to make their kitchens more efficient, or to plan and "build

better closets and cuphoards, there is often an extension project in the county ,

through which they can get any information they need. Many homes have heen

"brightened up at small cost with paint or wall-paper, and made weather tight hy

improvised weather-stripping of old tires or rags.

Dr. Monroe also said that the U. 3. Department of Agriculture has a hroad

program of providing enough stea.dy income for farm families. A steadier income

contributes indirectly to "better housing. Then the department is doing several

other things that help the housing prohlen directly. In order to cut the cost of

"building, its engineers are developing low-cost dwelling plans suited to farm

families. One "branch of the department arranges for financing house "building and

repairs. Another helps extend electric power lines. And the state agricultural

colleges and the department cooperate in giving out information hearing on housing

to anyone who asks for it.

Along that line, you may like to jot down the titles and numhers of some of

the free government "bulletins relating to "building, remodeling, or repairing your

home. You can get any or all of these hy listing them on a postcard addressed to

the U. S. Department of Agriculture. There's Farmers' Bulletin 1738-F, Farmhouse

Plans. This contains pictures, floor plans, and detailed descriptions of a"bout

40 moderate cost small and medium-sized houses, A useful bulletin for those who

want to "build a new home. Farmers' Bulletin 1749-F, Modernizing Farmhouses, was
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written for people who are wondering how they can make their present hones more

comfortable and convenient. This "bulletin shows what many families have already

dene to improve their homes, usually through the suggestions made "by the county

extension workers. Then there 1 s a "bulletin on heating plants, Number 1698-3T,

and one on plumbing repairs the man of the house could attend to himself. The free

supply of the new lighting "bulletin is almost exhausted, but if you should not

want to wait for a reprint, you can get a copy for 10 cents from the Superintendent

of Documents, Government Printing Office.

So much for housing. Now in respect to medical care for farm families.

There the problem is even more serious. There are simply not enough doctors in

rural areas. In some farming States there's only one physician to 1,300 or more

persons. There are counties that have only one doctor for 3,000 people. Public

health nursing services and hospitals are also very limited in such counties. Even

when farm families could pay for medical care they have much greater difficulty

in getting it than city folks.

What is being done about the health situation? Extension workers and Farm

Security home advisers cooperate with the Public Health Service wherever they can,

and with local physicians and dentists. The Public Health nurses are doing much

for mothers and children. They work especially through schools, giving medical

examinations and holding health clinics. The extension workers assist in such

clinics, and help to sprea,d the understanding of good nutrition and its relation

to health. There's a free government bulletin on rural hospitals for communities

that are thinking of establishing one. The exact title is "Hospitals for Rural

Communities," and the number is 1792-F,

Sut while these services represent so^e advance, the problem of furnishing

adequate medical care for farm families is still to be solved.
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